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WESTERN AUSTRALIA AS A MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.00 am]:  I am honoured today to give the first grievance ever to our new Minister 
for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests and to be doing this on the auspicious occasion of the sixtieth 
anniversary of the world’s longest reigning monarch, King Bhumipol Adulyadej of Thailand in the ninth reign of 
the Chakri dynasty.  All my Thai and Australian constituents send greetings to King Bhumipol.   

We live in a community that is the most successful multicultural community in the world.  It has not happened 
by accident.  It has happened not only by the good grace of people who have come to Western Australia and 
Australia in different waves of migration for some 60 000 years, but also, in many ways, by a bipartisan 
government approach that respects the rights of people who come from other countries into our community.  I 
have some concerns with federal government moves that I do not think respect the bipartisan nature of 
compassion for, sharing with and treating equally people who come to this country.   

In a roundabout way I will refer to a few different events and then come back to the week of commemorations in 
Thailand for King Bhumipol.  This Saturday is the birthday of Aung San Suu Kyi, the imprisoned Burmese 
opposition leader.  Both the Minister for Corrective Services and I will be attending a function to celebrate this 
occasion.  I know the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests has 37 functions that night and I will 
be representing him at that event.  It is an important occasion and a time for not only the Burmese community 
but also Western Australians to cherish the democracy and freedom that we have.  There are two million 
Burmese Karen people displaced within Burma.  There are 150 000 Burmese Karen people in the refugee camps 
on the Thai-Burmese border, which the Minister for Corrective Services and I visited last year.  To its credit, the 
federal government has slightly increased the quota and we are taking in 700 of these people a year; that is, 700 
out of 2.150 million genuine refugees.  Although most people in Australia do want to secure our borders, they do 
not want the government to punish refugees.  However, that is what is happening with federal government 
policies; for example, the Nauru option.   

I hark back to King Bhumipol, who has served 60 years as a monarch.  In a speech two nights ago he said - 

 First, everyone should show kindness and compassion to ensure the mental and physical well being of 
one another. 

 Second, people should strive to cooperate for the mutual benefit of oneself, others and the country. 

 Third, everyone should uphold honesty and observe rules and traditions with impartiality. 

 Fourth, everyone should adhere to righteous thinking and act reasonably. 

This is not Buddhist feel good talk.  Last weekend, Perth hosted a world Buddhist conference, which the minister 
attended and spoke at, as did our former premier.  What does that mean in practice?  Let us see what King 
Bhumilpol has done in Thailand.  He has instigated a royal rain-making project; an agricultural development 
approach that emphasises diversification; and a mangrove forest preservation project.  Like the Queen of 
England, the monarch of Australia who does not live here, Thai royalty do have wealth.  What do royalty in Asia 
spend their wealth on?  Their people.  They live in the country and they know every square kilometre of it.  In 
addition, the King of Thailand has instigated demonstration agricultural projects; dairy industry promotion 
projects; wastewater treatment projects; the vetiver grass growing project to prevent soil erosion; and assistance 
to severely ill people.  In Thailand, nobody with the human immunodeficiency virus pays for any drug.  It is not 
a mere coincidence that Thailand is the only place in South East Asia and Australasia in which HIV conversion 
rates are going down.  The hill tribes people, the Hmong and others, are being given money to grow fruit and 
vegetables instead of drug crops.  People are not being shot; they are being encouraged to get away from the 
financial addiction to drug growing.  Other projects include wind power generated wastewater treatment and 
gasohol plants.   

When we talk about compassion, caring and equality, members must consider what is being done in reality.  
King Bhumipol has granted by royal decree a pardon for 25 000 prisoners who had committed petty crimes and 
had less than a year to serve or who were old.  The previous Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
was also the Minister for Corrective Services.  If I were grieving to her I would ask that, as an act of respect, if 
we have Thai prisoners in the Western Australian prison system convicted of petty crime or who are old that she 
use her powers, which are similar to a monarch’s, to either release those prisoners early or reduce their sentence.  
I also appeal to the federal Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs.  The last of the Thai prisoners in 
Western Australia that I am aware of were at the immigration centre.  Unfortunately, they were on an Indonesian 
boat as fisher people.  The Indonesian captain brought the boat into Western Australian waters and they were 
imprisoned at Perth Airport.  I implore the federal immigration minister to offer a pardon to any Thai prisoners 
in Australia.   
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We also have eight Thai elephants on their way to Cocos Island to be quarantined.  If that is within Western 
Australia’s jurisdiction, we should be looking at how we can assist their entry into Australia’s zoos.  I implore 
the minister to continue our bipartisan policy of inclusion to make Western Australia a multicultural, fair and 
democratic place. 

Tabling of Paper 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Before I ask the minister to respond, I understand the member for Murray wishes to 
table some documents.  I apologise to the member because I did not hear what he said earlier.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I want to table papers in relation to my grievance.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Does the member wish to lay them on the table for the remainder of the day’s 
sitting.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Yes. 

Leave granted.   

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

Grievance Resumed 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [10.08 am]:  It is a great 
privilege to stand as a minister for the first occasion in this chamber, although I did respond to an opposition 
question in the regional Parliament in Geraldton.  To be in the state’s parliamentary chamber and responding as 
minister on this issue, in particular, is a great privilege.  The member raised a serious matter.  However, I will 
have a moment of light heartedness.  I wonder what role the member of Perth would have played in The King 
and I.  I think the Yul Brynner role would have suited him, but maybe there are others.   

The Carpenter government is very aware of the fact that cultural diversity, social harmony and a productive and 
diverse society do not happen by accident.  We have to sustain a government effort, and engage community 
groups and individuals to overcome what is, in some ways, an in-built natural social resistance to difference and 
change.  The member for Perth has raised very important points about how we sustain that effort and continue to 
produce a society based on inclusion within a very diverse community.  In Western Australia today there are 
more than 200 different faiths and ethnicities from around the world.  If we consider the cultural context of that, 
we find that all those people have joined the oldest living society in the world, the indigenous people of 
Australia.  This is a unique opportunity in world history, and, indeed, there are unique geopolitical opportunities.  
We have a real challenge to ensure that people are not marginalised simply because of their religion, the colour 
of their skin or their ethnic background.  Those are the challenges that face us all. 

In recent times, there has been a concern about the very significant intake of humanitarian entrants, particularly 
from the Sudan and west Africa, and the difficulties they have had in finding a place in Western Australia, 
particularly those that arise from their own personal experiences.  I am sure that many members in this chamber 
have had direct experiences of constituents who are refugees from those parts of the world.  Anybody who takes 
the time to encounter those people and have discussions with them about their experiences will discover a couple 
of things.  First, we know that the African humanitarian entrants program has focused recently on people from 
the Sudan and Sierra Leone, who were more than likely to have spent between three and eight years in a refugee 
camp in a neighbouring country.  That is an extraordinary period.  Quite frankly, refugee camps are living hells.  
They are barely respite from the violence and the destruction of society that has occurred in the refugees’ 
country of origin.  People coming to Australia from those refugee camps have already been socially 
marginalised.  They have already suffered trauma and post-traumatic disorder, as can be seen in those people in 
the armed forces who have engaged in armed conflict.  In my electorate of Riverton and across the state, there 
are 12 intensive language centres attached to schools in the state education system in which we can find children 
who have had no experience of school or uniforms or of having books, school friends or structured learning 
programs.  Their families have little or no experience of running a house in a western society.  These are 
extraordinary challenges to be faced by people who are already under serious stress from their experiences.  The 
challenge for us as a society is to find ways to increase the level of contact for humanitarian entrants, as well as 
for the other migrants who came before them over the past 220 years and who now share a place with the 
indigenous people of Australia. 

There are particular things that we can do, and I will very quickly refer to them.  In Western Australia the 
Carpenter government has embarked on a program that is linked to a national program for social inclusion, 
harmony and security.  We are spending in excess of $200 000 on community-based projects.  It is interesting 
that the member for Perth has raised this matter today, because I have just approved an extension of time for this 
program, and I will contact all members to advise them of that.  More than $200 000 will be provided for 
community-based projects run by community organisations and not-for-profit, non-government organisations 
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with the objective of linking existing community groups with recently arrived migrants and humanitarian 
entrants.  It is that knitting together of personal contact that we all know changes people’s perspectives and their 
responses to those who are different from them.  That process of engagement and inclusion will continue the 
work that has been undertaken in Western Australia.  We are a culture based on migration.  We have been one of 
the most successful migrant communities in the world, and we will continue to be so.  In addition to the 
community-based projects, a range of training programs and information sessions for community groups will be 
run right across the state.  We will target different ethnic and religious groups to be engaged in a multifaith and 
multicultural dialogue.  The youth leadership program, with grants of between $5 000 and $15 000, will also 
form part of that program.  This is the time for us to recommit ourselves to ensuring that everybody who comes 
to and wants to share in our community can be fully productive and engaged and can take their place for the 
future of our community. 
 


